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arayed; guestes ben called togyders1; formes and stoles* ben
set in the halle; and tables, clothes and towalles ben ordeynyd,
disposyd, and made redy.    Guestes ben sette with the lorde
in the chefe place of the horde, and they sitte not down at the
borde before the guestes washe theyr hondes.   Chyldren ben
sette in theyr place, and servauntes at a table by them selfe.
Fyrst knyves, spones, and saltes bene sette on the borde, and
than brede and drynke, and many divers messes.   Housholde
servauntes besyly helpe eche other to every thinge diligently
and taike merily togider.    The guestes ben gladded with lutes
and harpes.    Nowe wine and nowe messes of meate ben
brought forth and departed8.   At the laste comyth frute and
spyces, and wher they have ete, bord clothes and relyf4 ben
borne awaye, and guestes wasshe and wype theyr hondes
agayne.   Then graces ben sayd and guestes thank the lorde.
Than for gladdenesse and comforte drynke is broughte yet
agayne.   Whan al this is done, atte mere5 men take theyre
leve, and some goon to bedde and slepe and some goo home
to theyr one lodgynges.
Of the Sufpar.
All that is reherced afore of dyners and of feastes accordeth
to the supper also. Many thynges bene necessarye and
worshyppe6 the supper, and were al in Assuerus feastes, as it
is written, Hest i.*
The first is convenable time: For It is convenient that a
supper be made in dewe time, not to erly nor to late. The
seconde is convenable place,large,plesant,and siker* Therefore
it is said of Assuerus, that he made his fest tofore an orchard,
whiche was hewen downe. The thirde is the herte and glade
chere of him that rnaketh the fest The supper is not worthy
to be praised, if the lorde of the hous be hevy cheryd9 (Hest I.
Whan he wexeth hote, etc.). The fourth is many dyverse
messes. So that who that woll not of one, maye taste of a
nother (Hest I. There were brought in dysshe upon dysshe).
1 together.      * stools.      * divided.      * remnants.      6 at the en<L
* honour.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 7 In the ist chapter of the book of Esther.
* sore.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    * melancholy.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